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World War Two




How the Chicagoland Combined Veterans Museum and Library
acquired the effects of Staff Sergeant Mervin Gordon

On October 20, 2021 CCVML President, Lorenzo Fiorentino, accepted the effects
of Staff Sergeant Mervin Gordon an anonyms donor at the Chicagoland Combined
Veterans Museum and Library.

Staff Sergeant Mervin Gordon served during World War Two with the United
States Army from June 17, 1941 through September 29, 1945. This binderis a
tribute to him and all other Veterans that have served our great nation.

We are proud to have been able to save and place all of these personal effects in
our archives.

To see this and much more American history come visit our museum.

12/30/21

Lorenzo A. Fiorentino, MA-HAS

Major, Military Police, U.S. Army {ret.)

Commander, American Legion Post 335

President, Chicagoland Combined Veterans Mussum
Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5579



Marvin D. Gordon was born on February 15, 1919, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, _In 1937 he
graduated from William Penn High School.

He registered for the draft on October 16, 1940.
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He Enlistment in the ARMY as a Private on June 17, 1941, in New Cumberland

Infantry Division and served in Europe from Apnl 7, 1944, until September 14, 1945.

According to a clipping in The Indianapolis News, Indianapolis, Indiana, he married Mrs.
Adele Eleanor Levy on November 22, 1942,

1

GORDON-LEVY UPTIALS

Mr. and Mrs. lLeo E Levy an-
jnounce the marriage of their daugh- !+

‘ter, Miss Adele Eleanor Levy, to "
Staff Sergeant Mervin D. Gordon, !
son of Mr. and Mrs. Max Gordon, !
Harrisburg. Pa. which took place ?
November 22 at Beth-El Temple in ¢
Harrisburg. Rabbi Ruben o. Magill ¢
officiated. The bride, given in mar- ¢
riage by her father, was attended !
by Mrs. Irving <. Kaufman. Allen-|?
town. Pa.. sister of the bridegroom.

and the Misses Hilda and Helen

Gordon, Harrisburg. Irving Kauf-|[(

man was best man and Bud Rosen- ¢
| thal, Baltimore, was usher. i!
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Staff Sergeant Gordon's unit, the 79" Infantry Division arrived in Liverpool on 17 April, 1944
and began training in amphibious operations. After training in the United Kingdom, the 79th
Infantry Division landed on Utah Beach, Normandy, 12—14 June and entered combat 19 June
1944, with an attack on the high ground west and northwest of Valognes and high ground south
of Cherbourg Maval Base. The division took Fort du Roule after a heavy engagement and
entered Cherbourg, 25 June. It held a defensive line at the Ollonde River until 2 July 1944 and
then returned to the offensive, taking La Haye du Puits in house-to-house fighting, 8§ July. On 26
luly, the 79th attacked across the Ay River, took Lessay, crossed the Sarthe River and entered Le
Mans, 8 August, meeting only light resistance. The advance continued across the Seine, 19
August. Heavy German counterattacks were repelled, 22-27 August, and the division reached
the Therain River, 31 August. Moving swiftly to the Franco-Belgian frontier near 5t. Amand [east
of Lille), the division was then.moved to XV Corps in eastern France, where it encountered
heavy resistance in taking Charmes in street fighting, 12 September. The 79th cut across the
Moselle and Meurthe Rivers, 13—23 September, cleared the Forét de Parroy in a severe
engagement, 28 September — 9 October, and attacked to gain high ground east of Emberménil,
14-23 October, when it was relieved, 24 October.

After rest and training at Lunéville, the division returned to combat with an attack from the
Mignevine Maontiguy area, 13 November 1944, which carried it across the Vezouse and Moder
Rivers, 18 Movember — 10 December, through Haguenau in spite of determined enemy
resistance, and into the Siegfried Line, 17-20 December. The division held a defensive line
along the Lauter River, at Wissembourg from 20 December 1944 until 2 January 1245, when it
withdrew to Maginot Line defenses. The German attempt to establish a bridgehead west of the
Rhine at Gambsheim resulted in furious fighting. The 79th beat off German attacks at Hatten
and Rittershoffen in an 11-day battle before withdrawing to new defensive positions south of
Haguenau on the Moder River, 19 January 1845, The division remained on the defensive along
the Moder until & February 1945. During February and March 1945, the division mopped up
German resistance, returned to offensive combat, 24 March 1945, crossed the Rhine, drove
across the Rhine-Herne Canal, 7 April, secured the north bank of the Ruhr and took part in
clearing the Ruhr Pocket until 13 April. The division then went on occupation duty, in the

Dortmund, Sudetenland, and Bavarian areas successively, until its return to the United States
and inactivation.

Campaign participation credit
Maormandy;

Morthern France;

Rhineland;

Ardennes-alsace;

Central Europe

Decorations

French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War Il, streamer embroidered NORMAMNDY TO PARIS
French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War I, streamer embroidered PARROY FORREST
French Croix de Guerre, Weorld War I, Fourragere



Staff Sergeant Gordon was Honorably discharged on September 29, 1945, at
Indiantown Gap Military Reservation in Pennsylvania. On March 15, 1950, he
applied for World War Il compensation, he lists two children Anna (six years old)

and Max (two months old).
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Not much is known after this point, other than he started using his middle name

“Ditty” Gordon instead of Mervin Gordon.

He passed away on December 13, 1981 and is buried in Beth El Cemetery,

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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