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Gerald Risner, a Chicago area resident his entire life. 

Gerry was commissioned as an Infantry second Lieutenant through the ROTC program 
after graduating from Loyola College in February 1955.  In July 1955 he was sent to Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma, Headquarters for 3rd Army, for 13 weeks he trained to be an Artillery 
Officer.  He requested an overseas assignment, he asked for Germany, but was given 
Korea.  This trip took him through Fort Lewis, San Francisco, Hawaii, Wake Island, Tokyo 
and Seoul Airport in South Korea.  From there he was shipped to 1st Corps Artillery 
Headquarters, about 50 miles north of Seoul.

Gerry explained that the Cease Fire provided for no new weapons to be introduced on 
the Korean peninsula, which was supposed to be monitored by “neutral” nations.

He was assigned to the 1st Field Artillery Observation Battalion, whose job it was to 
locate enemy Artillery.  This was done by units specifically designated to use Flash, Sound 
and Radar.  He had his turn commanding each section, and the motor pool.  He would 
ultimately be assigned as the Liaison Officer between the US 1st Corps and the 6th 
Republic of Korea (ROK) artillery.  He was responsible for identifying artillery firing points 
and impact areas.  He did this by having various observation posts established, doing 
aerial observations and using weather balloons.

For nearly a year, in average temperatures of what seemed like 40° below zero in the 
mountains of Korea, he searched for hidden enemy artillery, enemy ammunition behind 
enemy lines and served as a Field Commander.  Eventually, he was rotated back to the US 
and assigned to the 48th Anti-Artillery Battalion, in Fort Riley, Kansas.  

When he returned home, he completed Law School and operated a successful Law Office 
for decades.  Besides his love of family, he loved his MG vehicles, having seen his first one 
in St. Louis in 1948.  He would eventually, own and fix dozens, would be awarded many 
prestigious awards by the MG Association, and still has several in his garage!  And yes, he 
still works on and drives them.  Oh, and he is also a pretty darn good piano player!

On May 9, 2024, at our American Legion post 335 meeting we had the honor of 
presenting 1LT Gerald Clay Risner with several awards that we were successful in getting 
awarded to him for his service in Korea almost 70 years ago. Assisting me were post 
member Sheri Jones and VFW post 5979 Commander Shawn Schroeder. The awards were 
the Korean Defense Service Medal, Nation Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon  and the Republic of Korean Ambassador for Peace Medal

If you’d like to read more about Lt Risner, or other Veterans, check out our archival 
binders in our Veterans Library.   Contact Lorenzo Fiorentino at 
lorenzoafiorentino@yahoo.com for more information.
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A Battery, 1st Field Artillery Observation Battalion 
Camp St. Barbara 1956



A Battery HQ

Inspecting the Guard

Officers Quarters



38th Parallel Marker

DMZ Warning

Bunker Along 
the DMZ



1st FA Observation 
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Bunkers on the DMZ

BN POL Dump, 
straight up that 
valley, about 6 miles 
away are Chinese 
Troops

Korean building behind 
Jackson compound



Battery dayroom

SMP Post Xchange

School adjacent to SMP



Korean Bridge after rainy season

Countryside as seen 
from the road 
outside of Po-chon

Korean Landscape





Locals in the Po-Chon area
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